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Shalom!

Over the last three years, we are seeing more young children 
in the Adoration Chapels in the parishes in Singapore as the 
‘Children’s Eucharistic Adoration” program started to gain 
momentum with the catechism classes here. During one 
of the Sundays when I was in the Adoration Chapel, one of 
the parents was giving a testimony after a prayer session 
on how Eucharistic Adoration that has been introduced as 
part of the catechism program has transformed his young 
children.  I truly agree with this person and this also reaffirms 
Blessed Pope John Paul II’s words of wisdom, “Eucharistic 
worship is...the merciful and redeeming transformation of 
the world in the human heart.” Even for me, I found the 
quiet time spent with our Eucharistic Lord in the Adoration 
Chapel to be of great help in my daily life. Time spent before 
the Blessed Sacrament is an opportunity to thank our Lord 
for all His blessings. It is also an opportunity to present 
our petitions before our Lord in His real Presence.  In this 
respect, I think we Catholics are truly blessed!  

Following the previous issue on Priesthood, the Editorial 
Team has decided to focus this issue on the Eucharist. 
According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church (�324), 
the Eucharist is the source and summit of the Christian 
life.  Hence, the Eucharist has to be the center of the core 
activities of Serra Club and the life of all Serrans. We need 
to also encourage members of our Church community 
to have a deeper love for the Eucharist but it has to start 
with us. I would like to challenge all Serra Clubs to take a 
proactive role in promoting Eucharistic Adoration to people 
of all ages in your respective parishes, especially starting 
with children and youths.

In this issue, we have a special feature on some of the 
Eucharistic miracles which God have graced the Catholic 
Church with over the centuries. Indeed, we can boldly 
proclaim that Jesus is truly alive in the Eucharist!  We also 

bring to you some of the testimonies of Bishops from various 
parts of the world who have noted a significant increase in 
vocations since they started Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration 
in their diocese.

The members of the Executive Committee of the Serra 
International Board of Trustees were in Rome at the end of 
September 20�3 for a meeting.  It was the first time we met 
in the office of the Congregation for the Clergy. I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank Archbishop Celso Morga 
Irzubieta (Secretary of the Congregation of the Clergy) for 
his kind hospitality and for making the arrangements for 
us to have the meeting there.  I would also like to thank 
Monsignor Richard Soseman from the Congregation for the 
Clergy for allowing us to interview him for this issue of Serra 
Connects. I hope you will take time to read his interesting 
interview response. 

We are also grateful to Fr. Ronan Murphy for sharing with 
us his very edifying vocation story, and the pivotal role our 
Blessed Virgin Mary, had in his priesthood and Fr. Robert 
Hau for his insightful responses to our interview questions 
pertaining to his journey to the priesthood and the challenges 
he faces as a priest in Myanmar.

All the nations you have made will come and worship before 
you, O Lord; they will bring glory to your name.  For you are 
great and do marvelous deeds; you alone are God. 

Psalm 86:9-10

Mary, Mother of Vocations, pray for us! 

Yours sincerely in Christ,
Sean Yeo

President, Serra International
Editor, Serra Connects

My Dear Fellow Serrans,
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Eucharistic 
Adoration and 

Vocations

 The time you spend with 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 

is the best time you will spend 
on earth. Each moment that you 

spend with Jesus will deepen your 
union with Him and make your soul 

everlastingly more glorious and 
beautiful in Heaven, and will help 

bring about everlasting peace on 
earth. - Mother Teresa

Saint Peter Julian Eymard (1811-1868), French priest, 
“Apostle of the Eucharist” and Founder of the 

Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament
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Serrans’ Call to Holiness

Behold the bread of angels, sent
For pilgrims in their banishment,
The bread of God’s true children meant,
That may not unto dogs be given.

These words, taken from the beautiful hymn of St. Thomas 
Aquinas, Lauda Sion Salvatorem, very aptly sum up the 
value and power of the Eucharist. What exactly is the 
“eucharist”?

The word “eucharist” has its roots in the Greek word 
“eucharistia”, which means “thanskgiving”. One of the most 
important things that sets us Catholics apart from people of 
other faiths and denominations is our belief in the Eucharist as 
the Real Presence of Christ. We believe that the unleavened 
bread (Host) consecrated during Mass is the actual Body 
of Christ, and not just a mere symbol of Jesus. It is the 
most profound way we experience the presence of Christ 
in our world today. As St. Justin, a martyr from the second 
century said, “This food we call the Eucharist, of which no 
one is allowed to partake except one who believes that the 
things we teach are true, and has received the washing for 
forgiveness of sins and for rebirth, and who lives as Christ 
handed down to us. For we do not receive these things 
as common bread or common drink; but as Jesus Christ 
our Savior being incarnate by God’s Word took flesh and 
blood for our salvation, so also we have been taught that 
the food consecrated by the Word of prayer which comes 
from Him, from which our flesh and blood are nourished 
by transformation, is the Flesh and Blood of that incarnate 
Jesus.” This is why we always receive the Eucharist with 
great reverence, joy and with a grateful heart. 

The Rise in Popularity of Eucharistic Adoration
In the Middle Ages, the faithful almost never received 
Communion because they felt that, as wretched sinners, 
they were unworthy to receive the Body of our Lord. Thus, 
ocular communion became a common spiritual practice. 
(The word “ocular” means “to see”.) Many people would 
come to Mass just to await the consecration. Looking 
upon the raised Body or Blood, they would say silently, in 
imitation of St. Thomas, “My Lord and My God!” After the 
consecration and ‘Elevation of the Host’, they would then 
go off in search of another Mass where another ‘Elevation’ 
was about to take place. This was one of the reasons why 
Eucharistic Adoration became a popular practice among 
Catholics. People who felt unworthy or were unable to 
receive the Eucharist physically desired to have spiritual 
communion with Jesus by gazing at the Real Presence of 
Jesus in the Eucharistic Bread.
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 Statistics from around the 
world have proven that Eucharistic 

Adoration is linked to significant 
increases in vocations. 
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Why Should We Spend Time Adoring the Lord 
in Eucharistic Adoration

During Eucharistic Adoration, we “watch and wait”, 
remaining “silent” in His Presence and opening ourselves to 
His Graces which flow from the Eucharist. We believe that 
“the Eucharistic Presence of Christ begins at the moment 
of the consecration and endures as long as the Eucharistic 
species subsist.” (CCC �377) This is why we believe that 
the piece of consecrated Host in the monstrance or in the 
Tabernacle is the Real Eucharistic Presence of our Lord, 
and this is why we spend time adoring the Lord, Who is 
physically Present, in reverence and awe. 

Eucharistic Adoration is the only opportunity we get to 
physically be with Jesus one on one outside the Mass. The 
more time we spend with the Lord in Eucharistic Adoration, 
the more we grow in tune with God. We put ourselves in a 
position to talk to Him, and also to listen. It is a time where 
we unload unto Jesus all our cares, concerns, prayers, 
hopes and thoughts. On the other hand, we also remain 
open to His gentle promptings and allow Him to speak to us 
in the silence. As Mother Teresa of Calcutta said, “The time 
you spend with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is the best 
time you will spend on earth. Each moment that you spend 
with Jesus will deepen your union with Him and make your 
soul everlastingly more glorious and beautiful in Heaven, 
and will help bring about everlasting peace on earth.” When 
we walk away, we are transformed by His many graces. It 
can be the most profound, meaningful, joyful, peaceful and 
healing experience we could ever have.

Increases in Priestly and Religious Vocations 
Attributed to Eucharistic Adoration

One of the graces that flow from Eucharistic Adoration is an 
increase in priestly and religious vocations. Cardinal Mauro 
Piacenza, former Prefect of the Sacred Congregation for 
the Clergy, reminds us that Eucharistic Adoration is “an 
effective means toward promoting the sanctification of the 
clergy, reparation for sins, and vocations to the priesthood 
and consecrated life.” In a statement issued on 4 March 
20�2, Cardinal Piacenza urged every diocese in the 
world to “establish at least one adoration chapel or shrine 
dedicated to praying for the intentions of new vocations and 
the sanctification of the clergy.”

Statistics from around the world have proven that Eucharistic 
Adoration is linked to significant increases in vocations. In 
parishes or dioceses that implemented Perpetual Eucharistic 
Adoration or Holy Hours for vocations, priestly and religious 
vocations flourished.

In the Archdiocese of Atlanta, Retired Archbishop John 
Donoghue inaugurated a program of promoting Eucharistic 
Adoration to pray for priestly vocations in �993. Eight 
years later, in 200�, Archbishop Donoghue reported that 
the number of seminarians studying for the Archdiocese of 

Atlanta grew from eight to 6� since the commencement of 
the Eucharistic Adoration program.

In Ireland, Bishop John Magee of Cloyne, Eire, reported 
that vocations to the priesthood in his diocese have 
tripled in a very short span of three years since he started 
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration. While in �990 there were 
only �6 seminarians, by �993, this number had risen to 45. 
Bishop Seamus Hegarty of Derry shared that when he was 
the Bishop of Raphoe, there were 20 vocations in �990, of 
which �9 came from parishes that had Perpetual Eucharistic 
Adoration. He strongly believed that Perpetual Eucharistic 
Adoration is the greatest contribution he made as Bishop.

A Bishop once asked Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta to 
what she attributed the success of her order in attracting 
vocations to her religious order, the Missionaries of Charity. 
She replied, “We were having the same trouble attracting 
vocations as every religious order, until, in �973 we 
started a Holy Hour every day before the exposed Blessed 
Sacrament for all of the sisters. Then vocations began to 
blossom and flourish.” Today, the Missionaries of Charity 
has more than 6,000 sisters worldwide.

From these statistics, it is beyond any reasonable doubt that 
Eucharistic Adoration is one of the most effective means of 
increasing the number of vocations in a parish or diocese. 
For Serra Clubs who belong to dioceses that do not already 
have Eucharistic Adoration for vocations, you might wish to 
consider starting one. In the article on page 5, we have laid 
out some guidelines on how Serra Clubs can start Perpetual 
Eucharistic Adoration for vocations. As Pope Benedict XVI 
said, “The Eucharist is like a beating heart giving life to the 
mystical Body of the Church, which is a social organization 
entirely founded on its spiritual yet tangible bond with Christ 
… Without the Eucharist the Church would simply cease 
to exist.” As Serrans who are faithful to our calling, let us 
commit ourselves to spend more time with the Lord in front 
of the Blessed Sacrament every day, asking the Lord to 
“send more laborers to the harvest”.

Serrans’ Call to Holiness
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How Can Serra Clubs Start 
Perpetual Eucharistic 
Adoration?
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In his Apostolic Exhortation, Sacramentum Caritatis (The 
Sacrament of Love, 67. 22 February 2007), Pope Benedict 
XVI stated, “I heartily recommend to the Church’s pastors 
and to the People of God the practice of Eucharistic 
Adoration, both individually and in community…Great 
benefit would ensue from a suitable catechesis explaining 
the importance of this act of worship, which enables the 
faithful to experience the liturgical celebration more fully and 
more fruitfully.  Wherever possible, it would be appropriate, 
especially in densely populated areas, to set aside specific 
churches or oratories for Perpetual Adoration.”

At the �993 Eucharistic Congress in Seville, Spain, Pope 
John Paul II said, “I hope that this form of Perpetual 
Adoration, will continue into the future. Specifically, I hope 
that the fruit of this Congress results in the establishment 
of Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration in all parishes and 
Christian communities throughout the world.”

In fact, around the world many have testified to the numerous 
graces, blessings and miracles that have resulted from 
having Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration (PEA) available in 
dioceses.  Besides helping one grow in one’s relationship 
with the Lord, Bishops from various parts of the world (see 
article on page 3) have noted a significant increase in 
vocations since they started PEA in their diocese. As such, 
Serra Clubs, whose primary objective is to pray for and 
promote vocations, should be instrumental in introducing 
the practice of Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration as an 
effective means to increase vocations.  Indeed, PEA is a 
practical response to our Lord’s exhortation to “Pray to the 
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.” 
(Matthew 9:38)!

Serrans could seriously consider seeking the approval 
of their Parish Priest to start a Perpetual Eucharistic 
Adoration chapel. In this issue, Serra Connects has put 
together some practical considerations to look into when 
starting a PEA chapel.

How to set Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration 
programs in motion in a diocese?

In order to get a PEA program started in the diocese, it 
is highly recommended to have the support, permission 
and the blessing of a priest (Parish Priest or Rector or 
Chaplain) as well as that of the Bishop. The priest will be 
the one to oversee the program because he is responsible 
for the Eucharist in the parish. However, he should have 
no additional duties due to the PEA program. PEA is a lay 
apostolate. It is lay organized and lay operated. The priest 
prepares the Chapel where Adoration is to take place and 
provides support and encouragement.  He may provide 
the names of a few key people in the parish, thoughts on a 
possible location and potential benefactors.

Other key people are as follows:

Head Coordinator: The Head Coordintaor oversees the 
entire organization and operation of PEA and is responsible 
to the priest to ensure all aspects are correctly observed 
according to Canon Law. He or she is to meet up with the 
Parish Priest and a few key people of the parish at least a 
few months prior to the presentation at Masses.  He or she 
selects and invites a priest from one of the various PEA 
Apostolates to preach at all the Masses on “commitment 
weekend”.  The objective of the presentation at Masses is 
to explain Eucharistic Adoration and to get parishioners to 
commit to spending time in Adoration each week, and also 
to seek other lay faithful to assist with this work.

The potential Adorers must be asked to express their 
willingness to participate by filling out an invitation form. 
After the appeal, an organization meeting is held to 
discuss in detail the organization and operation of the PEA 
program. 

Division Leaders:  The main work of the four division 
leaders is done during the organizational phase. A division 
leader calls up the people who have checked off his or her 
particular time division on the invitation form and finds out 

Serrans’ Call to Holiness
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Priest

Head
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Division Leader

(6am - Noon)

Six Hour
Coordinators /
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Six Prayer
Teams

Afternoon
Division Leader
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Six Hour
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(6pm - Midnight)

Six Hour
Coordinators /

Captains

Six Prayer
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Night
Division Leader
(Midnight - 6am)

Six Hour
Coordinators /

Captains

Six Prayer
Teams

Typical Organization 
Structure for Perpetual 
Eucharistic Adoration
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Serrans’ Call to Holiness
the day and hour wanted. Each division leader fills out a 
schedule of six hours for seven days or 42 hours. After 
perpetual adoration begins, the Division Leaders assist 
the Head Coordinator when needed. 

The Head Coordinator and four Division Leaders form the 
core group. The core group members should be recruited 
before commitment weekend, but they can be recruited 
during the organization meeting if necessary.

Prayer Teams:  A prayer team is made up of all the 
Adorers who have the same hour during the week. There 
are 24 prayer teams in all, one for each hour of the day. 
The prayer teams form the foundation of the substitute 
system.

Hour Coordinators: These are sometimes called 
“Captains.” There are 24-hour coordinators, one for each 
hour of the day. Each hour coordinator is the head of his 
or her prayer team and so is in charge of a block of seven 
hours. The 24-hour coordinators form the backbone of 
perpetual adoration. They assure that there is at least one 
Adorer present in the chapel at all times. Hour coordinators 

are recruited at the organization meeting, but they can also 
be recruited before or after commitment weekend.

A typical PEA organizational structure would look as the 
diagram below.
 
Below are some useful links with in-depth information and 
complete PEA kits which can help to start PEA in your 
area:
www.therealpresence.org/eucharst/manual/manual.htm#full
www.catholicadoration.com/ca/ccs/index.html
www.perpetualadoration.org/organizing.htm

The importance of prayer in our work of promoting 
vocations cannot be overemphasized. As Justin Cardinal 
Rigali (previous Episcopal Advisor to Serra International) 
pointed out, “the primary, and necessary, “work” of Serrans 
is to pray for vocations.  It is this “work” of prayer which 
must underlie, direct, sustain and support all of Serra’s 
other many and varied activities to promote vocations.  
While prayer is not the only part of our work, it is clearly the 
most important part.” PEA is, indeed, an apt response to 
Cardinal Rigali’s directive to Serrans around the world.
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Eucharistic Miracles
A Showcase of Supernatural Evidence of the Real 
Presence of Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament

Ostensorium containing the two 
Eucharistic Miracles of Florence: 

the coagulated Blood and the 
Hosts which  underwent the fire of 
1595.  (Image Source: Eucharistic 

Miracles by Joan Cruz)

Artistic impression of how the Blessed 
Sacrament stopped the tidal wave at the 
Eucharistic Miracle of Tumaco.
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Special Feature

Throughout Christian history, our Lord has shown us that 
He is really present in the Blessed Sacrament. Interestingly, 
many Eucharistic miracles have occurred during times of 
weakened Faith. For instance, many Eucharistic miracles 
have taken place as a result of someone doubting the Real 
Presence. In this issue, we have included just three of 
these miracles. All of them have received full approval by 
the Church. 

Most Eucharistic miracles involve incidences in which the 
Host has “turned into human flesh and blood”. Of course 
we as Catholics believe that the consecrated Host is the 
Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of our Lord, under the 
appearances of Bread and Wine. Therefore, Jesus, through 
these miracles, merely manifests His Presence in a more 
tangible way. 

“Then He said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here, and see My 
Hands; and put out your hand, and place it in My side; do 
not be faithless, but believing.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My 
Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed 
because you have seen Me? Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet believe.’” (Jn 20:27-29) 

Eucharistic Miracles of  Florence, Italy, 1230-1595

The first miracle took place on 30 December �230. A priest 
named Uguccione, having finished celebrating Mass, did 
not realize that several drops of consecrated wine remained 
in the chalice and had turned into Blood. The historian 
Giovanni Villani gives a precise description: “A day later, 
taking up the chalice he found living Blood coagulated […] 
and this was shown to all the women of the monastery, the 
local people who were present, the bishop and the clergy.  
It was then revealed to all the Florentines, who gathered 
together with great devotion to see the miracle. He took the 
Blood from the chalice and put It in a crystal cruet and again 
showed it to the congregation with great reverence.” Bishop 
Ardingo of Pavia ordered that the reliquary be brought to 
him. He kept it for several weeks before returning it to the 
sisters of the monastery who took care of it near the Church 
of Saint Ambrose. 

Pope Boniface IX, in �399, 
granted the same indulgence 
as the Portiuncula to those 
faithful who visited the 
Church of Saint Ambrose 
and contributed to adorning 
the reliquary of the miracle. 
The 750th anniversary of 
the miracle was celebrated 
in �980. The Reliquary 
(several drops of blood that 
measure about a square 
centimeter) is conserved in 
a reliquary which has been 
placed inside a white marble 
tabernacle constructed by 
Mimo da Fiesole.

On Good Friday in �595, 
a lit candle on the altar of 
a side chapel called the 
Sepulchre, fell to the ground 
and started a fire. The 
congregation immediately 
rushed to put out the fire 
and succeeded in saving the 
Blessed Sacrament and chalice. In the great commotion, 
six fragments of consecrated Hosts fell from the pyx onto 
the smoldering carpet, but despite the fire, they were found 
intact and joined together. In �628, Archbishop Marzio Medici 
of Florence examined them and found them incorrupt. He 
had them placed in a precious reliquary. Every May during 
the Forty Hours devotion, the two reliquaries are exposed 
together in a reliquary that also contains a consecrated 
Host for public adoration.

Eucharistic Miracle of Tumaco, Colombia, 1906

On January 3�, �906, on the small island of Tumaco at �0 
o’clock in the morning, the earth shook violently for almost 
�0 minutes. All the inhabitants of the village ran to the church 
and begged the pastor, Fr. Gerardo Larrondo, to lead a 
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Eucharistic Miracle of Krakow: 
Interior of the Church of 

Corpus Christi in Krakow.

Eucharistic Miracle of Krakow :
Painting of the procession of the bishop 
back into the city after finding the Hosts 
of the miracle in the marsh.
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Special Feature
procession with the Blessed Sacrament. The sea was rising 
and had already engulfed part of the beach. It had plunged 
inland a kilometer and a half and a mountainous wall of 
water was building up and threatening to drown everyone 
and everything in one gigantic wave.

Fr. Gerardo, consumed the small Hosts in the ciborium 
and set the large Host aside. He called out to his people: 
“Let us go, my people, let us go toward the beach and may 
God have pity on us.” Comforted by the presence of the 
Eucharistic Christ they began their march weeping and 
crying out to God. 

Scarcely had Fr. Larrondo reached the beach with the 
monstrance in hand when he advanced courageously to 
the water edge and as the wave came rushing in, he calmly 
raised the Sacred Host and traced the sign of the cross. It 
was a moment of tremendous solemnity. 

The wave hesitated, paused and backed off. Fr. Larrondo 
and Fr. Julian who was with him saw what had transpired, 
and the people who were overjoyed cried out “miracle, 
miracle”. In truth, a force beyond that of nature prevailed, 
the mighty wall of water that threatened to wipe the village 
Tumaco off the face of the earth was halted and began 
to recede and the sea resumed its normal level. The 
inhabitants of Tumaco were overcome with overflowing joy 
at having been saved from death by the favour of Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament. Prayers of fervent thanks poured 
out.

The Miracle of Tumaco became known across the world 
and Fr. Larrondo received letters from Europe asking for 
his prayers. 

Eucharistic Miracle of Krakow, Poland, 1345

In the year �345, King Casimar III the Great of Poland gave 
orders to build a church named Corpus Christi in honor of 
the Eucharistic miracle that was verified that same year. It 
had taken place in the village of Wawel, near Krakow. Some 
thieves broke into a little church (The Collegiate Church 
of All Saints), which was a short distance from Krakow. 
They forced their way into the tabernacle and stole the 
monstrance, which contained consecrated Hosts. They got 
away, but when they figured out that the monstrance was 
not made of real gold, they threw it (including the Hosts) 
into the muddy marshland that was prevalent in the area. 
Priests from the church began a search, but they did not hold 
out much hope. When darkness fell, however, a mysterious 
light emanated from the spot where the Treasure had been 
abandoned.

Bright flashes of light were visible for several kilometers. 
Frightened villagers approached the area and reported back 
to the Bishop of Krakow. The bishop called for three days of 
fasting and prayer. On the third day, he led a procession out 
to the marsh. There, they found the monstrance, and within 
it they found the Hosts, which were unbroken and were the 
source of the unusual lights. The people began to pray and 
to celebrate the miracle. Annually on the occasion of the 
Feast of the Corpus Christi, the miracle is celebrated in the 
Church of the Corpus Christi in Krakow.

Source: 
The Real Presence Eucharistic Education and Adoration 
Association (www.therealpresence.org)
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Interview with
Rev. Fr. Robert Hau, M.S.P.
Myanmar
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Vocation Highlights

In this issue of Serra Connects, Rev. Fr. Robert Hau, 
M.S.P., a priest from Myanmar and the Superior-General 
of the Congregation of Missionaries of St. Paul, shares 
with us his vocation story, his challenges as a priest in 
Myanmar, his future plans for his order and some words 
of wisdom to young aspirants.

Please share with us your vocation story. 

My life has been a journey both spiritually and physically. 
I was inspired to become a priest since I was about 
�2 years old. At that time (�990 to �993) due to space 
constraints, the government school I attended had two 
shifts. Some lower grade students attended school in 
the morning from 7:00 AM to �2:00 noon and the higher 
grade students from �2:30 to 5:30 PM. By that time, the 
F.M.M .sisters have already penetrated my hometown in 
Ka Lay Myo, Myanmar. As they saw that the lower grade 
students had so much time to spare in the afternoon, they 
seized the opportunity to conduct catechism classes and 
faith formation courses from 4:00 PM to 5:30 PM daily. 
For a period of time, I faithfully attended all the courses 
daily and each lesson ended with evening Mass. As I 
was also an altar boy, I had many opportunities to serve 
during Mass. That gave me a great sense of fulfillment 
and undoubtedly laid the foundation for my priestly 
vocation. 

From �993 to �994, I went to my paternal grandparents’ 
village called (Vangteh) located in Chin Hills near to the 
Indian border. They were getting on in age and I was there 
to help keep an eye on them while continuing with my 
middle school education. There were about 70 Catholic 
families in the village. Due to the shortage of priests as 
well as poor transportation, priests could hardly visit the 
village even once a year. Every Sunday, the faithful had 
to be content with having the celebration of the Word of 

God and devotional prayers led by local lay catechists. 
During those years I felt something was lacking deep 
within me. That feeling played the key in my decision to 
join the seminary and to do so at the soonest possible 
opportunity. 

My original intention was to join the local minor seminary 
and start my vocation journey while doing my high school 
education. However, at that time, my parish priest was 
not keen on sending boys from his parish to the minor 
Diocesan seminary because all the boys would come 
back home without persevering in their formation. Around 
that period, Bishop Charles Bo of Lashio Diocese had 
started a local order called Missionary of St. Paul (M.S.P.) 
which comprises Priests, religious Brothers and Sisters. 
My parish priest had no objection to my joining M.S.P. 

Therefore I concluded that my calling was to be a 
missionary of St. Paul. In �996 I left for Lashio. In the 
same year, Bishop Charles Bo was transferred from 
Lashio to Pathein Diocese. I was accepted as an 
aspirant for a year. When I passed my matriculation in 
�997, I proceeded to the Postulancy. I was admitted to 
the Novitiate in �998. After several months as a novice at 
Lashio, the Brothers’ formation center was moved from 
Lashio to Pathein so that Bishop Charles Bo, the founder 
of M.S.P., could give closer attention to the Brothers in 
the area of formation. 

After completing my canonical year as a novice, I took 
my first profession in �999. Right after that, I started 
preparing for an entrance examination for admission to 
the National Catholic Major Seminary. The same year 
Bishop Charles Bo and a group of priests from Pathein 
Diocese went to Singapore for a charismatic retreat. 
In Singapore, Bishop Charles Bo visited St. Francis 
Xavier Major Seminary. He was so impressed by the 
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seminary setting as well as with the formation program, 
that he was emboldened to request the late Archbishop 
Gregory Yong to sponsor some Myanmar seminarians 
to come and do their seminary formation in Singapore. 
The late Archbishop Gregory agreed to sponsor three 
seminarians. After passing my entrance examination, I 
was sent to Singapore for major seminary formation in 
the year 2000. 

It was challenging. Apart from academic studies, I went 
through several other areas of formation. Throughout 
my seminary formation, I continued to discern if the 
priesthood was really meant for me. I came to a definitive 
conclusion that God was indeed calling me to the 
priesthood during a 30-day discernment retreat in 2005. 
After undergoing an intensive formation program with 
some pastoral experience in a very cosmopolitan and 
urbanized Singapore, I returned to Myanmar at the end 
of 2006. I took some time to adapt myself back in my 
country. After my final profession and diaconate, I was 
ordained a priest on 9 February 2008. 

How has your priestly ministry been since you were 
ordained in 2008? What are some of the challenges 
you face as a priest in Myanmar?
 
Ever since I was ordained in 2008, my priestly ministry 
has been filled with unprecedented challenges. However 
it is fulfilling. I was assigned to lead a group of religious 
Brothers and Sisters for a mission to a border region 
between Thailand and Myanmar called the “Three 

Pagodas.” It is a conflict-ridden region and doing mission 
work there is very precarious. However the four-year 
mission bore tangible fruits as I managed to build a 
church with the assistance from some donors and set 
up a parish. In 20��, I was sent to the Philippines for 
some short courses on formation and leadership. When 
I returned in 20�2, I was appointed Superior General of 
my congregation. 

Since I became a priest I have been assuming the 
leadership role and the main challenge is, of course, 
decision-making. It is always difficult and I have to take 
many things into consideration before I make a decision. 
Being trained in Singapore, I have to adapt many things 
back in my country as the environment, infrastructure, 
resources and people’s mindsets are very different. To 
many, the way I view certain issues is seen as not very 
contextual. Sometimes it takes time to change certain 
things and to overcome these challenges; I have to 
cultivate the virtue of patience. And needless to say if 
you want to change others, you have to change yourself 
first to the extent that you can be an example for others. 
That has been a big challenge for me. 

Can you share your highest and lowest point in your 
priesthood since your ordination? Now that you 
are Superior General what are your plans for the 
future? 

I have had many high points and some low points in 
my priesthood. The highest point is that within months 
of my posting to “Three Pagodas” I managed to build a 
church and start a parish in one of the furthest corners 
of Myanmar. The lowest point was when I was in the first 
month of my studies in the Philippines, when I suffered 
from severe and persistent eyestrain and dizziness. 
It was very incapacitating because I could not give my 
best in my studies during those days as much as I had 
wanted.  
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As for my order as the Superior General, I have three 
main plans to be carried out within six years. 

First is capacity building and on-going formation of current 
members. The on-going formation will focus on pastoral 
and religious studies with updated teachings of the 
Church. In the capacity building program the members 
will be trained in some technical skills needed in mission 
fields and in some basic subjects in social development. 
Some phases of this project are already underway. 

Second is to set up infrastructures and facilities needed 
for various trainings at the formation center without which 
the first plan will be undermined. 

Third is to set up an income generation or asset-
building project for my Order (M.S.P.). Since it is a local 
congregation, so far we basically rely on subsidies 
from the Diocese. For big infrastructure projects, we 
approach international funding agencies and for smaller 
needs, we approach individual donors. We need to have 
a sustainable and viable form of regular income for the 
Order. We have no intention to keep on asking for funding 
from others for our needs in the future. 

What advice would you give to young men discerning 
the priesthood?

Discerning what God want with us is also discerning what 
you really want deep within yourself. Spend sufficient 
time in prayer while discerning. If you have an aspiration 
to join the priesthood, always stick with your original 
intention throughout your journey; do not be distracted 
along the way. You need not explore all other possible 
options for your future while at the same time discerning 
the priesthood. And once you choose the priesthood, be 
prepared for anything, i.e., don’t join the seminary with 
your preconceived and fixed ideas on how everything 
should unfold for you. Trust in Divine Providence.

Please provide some background on your Order. 
How many seminarians/novices do you have now?

My order comprises ordained Priests, religious Brothers 
and Sisters but commonly known as Missionary of St. 
Paul (M.S.P.). It was founded by Archbishop Charles Bo 
(S.D.B.), on 25 May �990 in Lashio, Myanmar. It was 
founded in preparation and as a commemoration of the 
Great Jubilee in 2000 to fulfill the mission of the Church, 
i.e., to bring people to Christ and Christ to people and 
also for the practical needs of the Church in Myanmar. 
There are many areas still unexplored in different parts 
of Myanmar. The congregation of the missionary of St. 
Paul came into being mainly to penetrate places where 
others would hardly go. 

Our Charism is “Ad Gentes” which means direct 
evangelization. To date there are seven priests, 25 
professed brothers and two novices in the male branch. 
And we are currently working in six Dioceses spread 
out in �� communities across Myanmar, including the 
formation center at Myetto, Pathein. 

At present, we have a total of eight seminarians. Four 
of them are in their philosophical year in Pyin Oo Lwin, 
two are in their theological year in Yangon and two are 
in Rome.

Thank you and God bless!
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I was born in Dublin, Ireland to a Catholic family of 
five children. I have three brothers, one of whom is my 
twin brother and a sister. I am serving in the diocese of 
Camden, New Jersey, USA. All my family members are 
still living in Ireland.

Although I was raised a Catholic, God did not figure very 
much in my life when I started working after attaining my 
Leaving Certificate. I was gifted in sports and hence that 
became my god. I led a very secular life until God graced 
me with a conversion experience on �3 May �987.

The Miraculous Medal that Changed my Life
On that day, when I was walking up busy Clarendon 
Street in Dublin and was passing by the Carmelite 
Church of St. Teresa’s, I felt an exterior force which 
turned me towards a jewelry shop near the church. As 
I gazed into the front window of the shop, all the jewelry 
pieces disappeared before my eyes and all that was left 
was this Miraculous Medal in the window display. I was 
compelled to buy it. On the same day, when I started 
wearing the Miraculous Medal, I was given the grace to 
know, love and devote myself to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
I wanted to know everything about Her. I was inspired to 
pray the Rosary even though I did not know how to pray 
the Rosary then.

After the mystical experience, I had profound awareness 
that I had to pray the Rosary every day, wear the Brown 
Scapular and consecrate myself to Our Lady. The more 
I prayed to Her, the more She took me to Her Son Jesus 
Christ and His Catholic Church. The more I prayed the 
Rosary, the more I came to love the Virgin Mary, the 
more I came to love Jesus and began to understand the 
sacrificial nature of the Mass. I believe that the Rosary is 
a Christo-centric prayer. My faith got stronger and I had a 

more profound understanding of the faith; my ignorance 
of Jesus Christ was alleviated and I started to attend 
Mass on a regular basis.

I was an Altar Server at the age of 20
Although I was working then, I managed to attend Mass 
every day during my lunch breaks. During one lunch-
time Mass, the priest was praying for those who have 
left the shores of Ireland to work in foreign lands that 
they would not lose their faith. I remember I said a little 
prayer myself, saying, “Lord, if I ever leave Ireland, I will 
never lose my faith.” When I got back to the office that 
afternoon, I was given an opportunity to work in American 
Express in England. The first place I went to in England 
was a Catholic Church. It was the St. John the Baptist 
Church where two Irish priests welcomed me with open 
arms. As they saw me praying at the back of the church 
after Mass every day, the parish priest asked me to serve 
at Mass. Hence at the age of 20, I started serving at the 
altar. I fell in love with serving God at the altar and my 
faith was enlivened and strengthened by virtue of this 
ministry.

Seeking Desperately to do God’s Will
After working for American Express for two years, I felt 
that God was calling me to something more. Hence I 
left my job in England and went back to Ireland, thinking 
that God was calling me to missionary work. So, I looked 
around for missionary work with different religious 
orders. But they were looking for doctors, engineers and 
everyone else but not me. After six months of looking, I 
was feeling a bit frustrated. Finally, the Holy Ghost Fathers 
called me to say that they could use some help in Liberia 
(West Africa). However, a month before I could go there, 
a bloody coup started and the Holy Ghost Fathers had 
to flee Liberia. The door to missionary work was closed 
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for me. So I went before the image of Our Lady of Good 
Counsel in my church back home in Dublin. I went on 
my knees and told her that I had done what I had done 
because I was seeking to do God’s will. However, now I 
had no job and no income and my parents thought I was 
nuts. I told her that I was willing to serve in whatever 
capacity that God wanted of me and I asked her to get 
me a job.

Two weeks later, I landed myself a good job in a bank 
where I worked for two years, all the while praying the 
Rosary daily and going for Mass every day. I was also 
praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet.

Peace Overwhelmed Me when I finally said, “Yes”
One day, after two years of working for the bank, I felt 
a calling from God. I was in denial that God was calling 
me to be a priest. In the church during the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception, two priests from England whom 
I met four years ago in England came up to me like a 
needle in a hay stack, they singled me out of four million 
people in Ireland. They said they wanted to speak to me 
after Mass. After Mass, they brought me out to lunch 
and the younger of the two priests started asking me 
some questions. All the while I knew he was talking to 
me about the priesthood although he did not specifically 
mention the word priesthood. Finally, I said, “God would 
not call me to be a priest because you do not know the 
life I have led.” He said, “… you do not know but just try 
it”. And I said, “Yes, Father”. With those words, after five 
years of running away from the calling, I felt the scales 
falling from my heart and I felt a tremendous sense of 
peace within me.

Trials in the Seminary
Subsequently, I was accepted into the seminary. However, 
my orthodoxy did not go down well with the formator 
who asked me to get rid of the stones (Rosary) in my 
pocket as they were for simple folks. I spent a year at the 
seminary and then took a leave of absence to look for a 
different order to join. The Legionaries of Christ asked 
me to go to Spain for their �2-�4 years of formation. I had 
four days to decide. I was praying very hard to ask the 
Lord to give me a sign if I should join them. On the night 
before I was to give them an answer, when I got home 
from my Holy Hour, my parents had just came back from 
visiting relatives down the country. My father told me that 
his brother-in-law, Fr. Michael had called out of the blue 
to ask if I wanted to go to the seminary in Wexford. There 
was my door opened for me and I knew I was going to 
continue my studies in Wexford. Hence I took it as a sign 
from God that I was not to join the Legionaries of Christ. 

I spent three years of my formation in Wexford.

A Providential Encounter with Mother Teresa
God has graced me with so many experiences of His 
love in my journey to answer His calling. Through Divine 
Providence, I met Blessed Mother Teresa in Ireland. She 
singled me out in a vast crowd, ran after me, embraced 
me and promised to pray that I become a holy priest. I 
was graced to have a conversation with her. She took 
my hand and placed in it a Miraculous Medal, which 
subsequently I gave to my mother. As for myself, I am 
assured of a powerful intercessor in Blessed Teresa of 
Calcutta.

God Saved My Family
I have also been graced with a wonderful family who 
reside in Dublin. My brother, Barry is of saintly stock as 
he has a mental handicap. I remember one midnight I 
was leaving to make a Holy Hour in the local church, 
when suddenly I heard a voice telling me to go back into 
the house. I then decided to make a spiritual hour at 
home before an image of Our Lady.

During that hour I was inspired to go upstairs to get a 
book in my room. As I was going into my room I heard 
another voice audibly telling me to go into Barry’s room 
to have a look at him. There, I found him in bed with 
a cigarette lighter in his hand and the whole top bunk 
blazing on fire above him. I believe that God brought me 
back to the house that night to save him and perhaps my 
whole family. 

From Acquaintance to Seminary Classmates
When I was at the international cenacle for the Marian 
Movement of Priests in San Marino, Italy, I met a man 
who was introduced to me as someone from Dublin, 
who got married and lived in England. His wife had 
died and he left his two grown-up children behind as he 
felt a strong calling to the priesthood. He joined a new 
Franciscan order out in the Alps. So I began talking to 
him and said that I would write to him. However, I had not 
heard from him until a year later when I met him at San 
Marino again.

This time he was dressed in a religious habit. However, 
I saw something in his eyes and I asked him if anything 
was wrong and if there was anything between him 
and his superior. He said, “How did you know?” and 
started sharing that he had been feeling the calling to 
the priesthood for a long time and had been asking his 
superior to let him study to be a priest. However, his 
superior had been procrastinating the issue and that was 
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hurting him very much. So I told him to consecrate the 
situation to the Blessed Virgin Mary and promised him 
that She would open a beautiful door to the priesthood 
for him. I am not sure if I was prophesying God’s plan 
for him but I was telling him things which I had no way of 
knowing.

When I went back to Ireland, in the course of time, my 
Bishop pulled me out of the seminary I was in and sent 
me to a third seminary. Hence I went through three 
seminaries in Ireland all in God’s providence. 

The day I entered the third seminary, I was told that there 
was a monk from the Alps in Italy who entered the same 
seminary on the same day. Lo and behold, it was the 
same man that I met in San Marino twice. 

He told me that he received my letter which I had written 
to him a year ago after I left San Marino. He received the 
letter only a year later as the postmark was a year old. 
He said that in my letter I had mentioned this seminary 
and he applied to the seminary and was accepted. 

I asked Our Lady for a Sign of $50
Our Lady opened the same door for us. He was a bastion 
of strength for me in the seminary as I was persecuted 
by the formation team for my orthodoxy. They would not 
speak to me and would preach against me. It snowballed 
into a huge trial for me. In the midst of the trial, I was 
on my knees praying, asking Our Lady, “Please Mother, 
open a new door for me and give me a sign that you are 
with me.” At the moment I asked for a sign, a seminarian 
slipped a letter under my door. When I opened the letter, 
it was an invoice from America for three books on the 
Blessed Sacrament that I ordered and it was for $50. 
Hence I told Mother Mary, “Let that be my sign, you 
provide me with the $50 for the three books and I will 
know that you are with me in the midst of this trial.”

Our Lady Opened a New Door for Me
On that day, I went to the local Cathedral to make my Holy 
Hour of Adoration. When I walked into the Cathedral, I 
saw a priest celebrating Mass. I felt inspired that I was 
meant to speak with this priest. Hence in order to test 
the Spirit, I said, “Lord, if he comes out after Mass and 
goes to the sanctuary and falls on his knees before You 
in the tabernacle, I will know that I am meant to speak 
with this priest.” So, after the Mass, the priest went up 
to the sanctuary and fell on his knees in thanksgiving to 
God. After a few minutes of thanksgiving, he got up and 
walked down the aisle of the Cathedral. He stopped and 
looked at me and he walked out of the Cathedral. I got 

up and followed suit. 

I introduced myself to him that I was a seminarian and 
asked if I could speak with him for a minute. I asked if he 
was a Marian priest and he asked me why I asked him 
that question.  But I persisted, “Father, are you a Marian 
priest?” He took out his card from his wallet which read 
Fr. William A. Hodge, Atlantic City, New Jersey. He said, 
“Turn over the card”. It read that he was the head of the 
Legion of Mary, the worldwide Marian Fatima Apostolate, 
etc. He said, “Is that Marian enough for you?” I tried to 
explain to him the trial I was going through. In the midst 
of it, he stopped me and finished my story word for word 
as I would have done so. I asked him how he knew what 
I was going to tell him. He said, “Thirty years ago in 
America, I went through everything that you are going 
through. It is no coincidence that I met you today. I am on 
the vocation committee for my diocese, would you like to 
be a priest for America?”

He asked me if I wanted to have dinner but I told him that 
I already had my dinner and so we went out for a soda 
instead at a local hotel. We spoke for 3 to 4 hours during 
which I shared about my journey to the priesthood and 
the beautiful experiences that God had wrought in my 
life. He asked for my name and address to be written 
down for him as he wanted to keep in touch with me. 
He also wanted to give me his blessing. He gave me his 
blessing and said he wanted to give me something else. 
He took his wallet from his back pocket and took out a 
$50 note and placed it in my hands! There is no way 
anyone in Ireland would get a $50 note unless you went 
to the bank to buy that note or someone from America 
gave you that note. Hence, with that $50 note, I received 
my sign and a new door was opened for me.
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On the way back to the seminary, I audibly heard the 
voice of the Blessed Virgin Mary, “Ronan, now you have 
your sign and the door has been opened for you.” That is 
how I ended up as a priest in Camden, New Jersey.

I am a Marian Priest
I was ordained on �3 May 2000, exactly �3 years after 
my conversion experience on Clarendon Street in Dublin. 
The motto I have taken for my priesthood is: “Omnes 
cum Petro Ad Jesus per Miriam,” which means “All with 
Peter to Jesus through Mary”. 

Mary’s role is to bear Jesus to us and us to Jesus. His 
role is to bear us to the Father, for He said, “I am the way, 
the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through Me.” (John �4:6)

I am a priest of Jesus Christ and a priest of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. I am a Marian priest. I pray the Rosary every 
day. It is the predilect prayer of Mother Mary and hence 
it should be our predilect prayer after the holy sacrifice 
of the Mass.

To Jesus through Mary
I would like to share an episode when I was back in Ireland 
at one stage and I was going to a “To Jesus through 
Mary” devotion at another Carmelite church. I was on the 
same street that I had my conversion experience and I 
was talking to a woman with her child. As I was speaking 
to her about the devotion to Mary, one guy came up to 
us selling scratch cards for cancer research. As he was 
trying to sell a card to me, he saw a little pin on my shirt, 
it was a “PIONEER” pin, which is a movement in Ireland 
where people choose to give up alcohol for those who 
have alcohol addiction in an act of reparation to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus for the sins against the holy virtue 
of temperance. As he looked at the pin, he said, “I can’t 
do that!” and I was like, “Nobody is asking you to do that 
…” and we went on to discuss about the subject. 

In the midst of our conversation, all of a sudden he 
changed the topic of discussion and said, “I don’t need to 
go to Jesus through Mary!” It was very strange because 
this topic had no relation to what we were talking about 
and he didn’t have any idea that I was going for a “To 
Jesus through Mary” devotion. I started talking about the 
devotion to Mary. I felt that I was in an “altered state” 
because when I came out of it, I looked at my watch and 
an hour had passed though it felt like just a minute. And 
there was a crowd of 300 to 400 people surrounding us, 
listening to me talk about true devotion to Mary! The man 
was in tears and asked me to pray for him that he will 

have the same devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Twenty minutes later, I saw him in the Carmelite Church 
on his knees before the image of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
still in tears. I hope that incident has converted the heart 
of the man to have true devotion to Our Blessed Mother 
for She is the most perfect way to Her Son. In fact, She 
has anchored my faith to the Church’s teachings.

Faith is a Beautiful Gift, the Pearl of Great Price
My prayer life consists of the daily celebration of the 
Mass. Again, upon this extraordinary experience back 
in �987, I was given an infused understanding of the 
Sacrificial and Sacramental nature of the Mass. I also 
pray the Divine Office of the Church, a Holy Hour, three 
Rosaries in keeping with Our Lady’s maternal request at 
Fatima and the Divine Mercy Chaplet every day.

Faith is a beautiful gift, the pearl of great price. It is a pearl 
that Our Lady so graciously obtained for me through Her 
intercession and a pearl worth giving everything up for 
– even one’s own life.

I believe the great crisis of faith today is due to a crisis 
of prayer. One has to pray, especially the prayer of the 
Rosary that Our Lady has asked us so often to pray 
every day.

I am presently a priest of the Camden Diocese, USA and 
my priesthood is spent striving to anchor people’s faith 
on the three traditional pillars of Our Catholic Faith:
The Eucharist, both Sacrifice and Sacrament, and is the 
Gold of our Catholic Faith. It always has been and always 
will be. It is the source, center and summit of the Church’s 
life; it is the Church’s greatest treasure. How privileged 
we are as Catholics to be able to participate in the Most 
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beautiful thing this side of Heaven, the greatest event that 
takes place on earth, namely, the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass, the Holy and saving Sacrifice of Jesus perpetuated 
in an unbloody manner on our Catholic Altars. Cardinal 
John Newman once said, “Nothing is so consoling, so 
piercing, so thrilling, so overcoming than the Mass.” I 
hope that through my celebrating of the Mass as a priest 
I draw many souls into that experience.

St. Augustine said, “God Who is infinitely wise, cannot 
think of anything greater to give us than the gift of His 
own Son in Holy Communion, God Who is all powerful, 
cannot give us anything greater than the gift of His own 
Son in Holy Communion, and God Who is vastly rich has 
no more to give us than the gift of His own Son in Holy 
Communion.” And that Gift of gifts is offered each day 
through the exercise of my priesthood so that souls may 
have communion with God for time into Eternity. And I 
thank God for allowing me the privilege of hearing the 
confessions of so many so as to dispose their souls to so 
awesome a Gift.

He who finds Her finds Life
If the Gold of our Catholic faith is the Eucharist, then the 
Silver of our Catholic faith is the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Jesus, after giving Himself to us on Holy Thursday night, 
gave us the gift of His Mother on Good Friday, “Woman, 
behold your son, son behold your Mother.” Holy Mother 
Church, interpreting the book of Ecclesiastes, says that 
they who explain Mary shall have life everlasting. Of 
course, that is what I want, as should every soul, but I 
take as many opportunities as I can, to explain Mary not 
with the intention of procuring Heaven for myself but with 
the sole intention of procuring Heaven for others for the 
book of Ecclesiastes also says, referring to Mary, “that 
he who finds her finds life,” because he who finds her 
finds Jesus the Way, the Truth and the Life.

Become true children of Mary and you will become 
children of Paradise. Mary is the portal through which 
God came to us and has been made the portal through 
which we go back to Him.

Her role is to bear Jesus to us and us to Jesus, so that He 
can bear us to the Father. And She continues her role as 
Mother by bearing us to her Eucharist Son. You cannot 
have the Gold of the Catholic Faith without the Silver of 
the Catholic Faith. And similarly, you cannot have both 
the Gold and Silver of the Catholic Faith without the 
Bronze of the Catholic Faith which is the Papacy (The 
Pope).

Preaching and Standing Up for the Truth with Love
My hope is that I continue to exercise with the help of 
your prayers and Blessed Mother Teresa’s prayers 
anchoring people’s faith on these great pillars of the 
Church through my preaching in union with the Pope. 
I can say with assurance that anything that I have ever 
said from the pulpit, in the confessional, in counseling 
or elsewhere has always been the teaching of the Holy 
Catholic Church, I have never deviated from it and by the 
grace of God through His Blessed Mother I hope I never 
will. And that is what a priest is expected to do, whether 
it is popular or unpopular; whether it is welcomed or 
unwelcomed, it makes no difference. The point is that it 
is the Truth, and I hope I have preached with love.

I Pray My Priesthood be a Labor of Love
St. Paul tells us explicitly, “If I speak in human and angelic 
tongues but do not have love, I am a resounding gong 
or a clashing cymbal. And if I have the gift of prophecy 
and comprehend all mysteries and all knowledge: and if 
I have all faith so as to move mountains but do not have 
love, I am absolutely nothing.” (� Cor �3:�-2) Yes, I pray 
that my priesthood be a labor of love, building people’s 
relationship with God by anchoring their faith with Peter 
to Jesus through Mary. God Bless.
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Interview

Congratulations on your 
new book “Reflections 
from Rome”. What 
inspired you to write the 
book? 

Having worked on the 
Cause of Beatification 
of Archbishop Fulton J. 
Sheen, I have always 
been convinced of 
the importance of 
using modern forms of 
communication to preach 
the Gospel. When I came 
to Rome I had many 
online contacts of former 
parishioners, family and 
friends through email, 
email groups and online 
sites like Facebook. Once 

in a while I would receive a question about the faith, and if 
I prepared a very complete answer, I would re-edit it and 
then often post it on the internet so others could also benefit 
from it.
 
During the Year for Priests I started a group called “I will 
offer my Lent for Priests,” and each day that Lent, I posted 
a meditation to the group. Working in Rome a priest 
does not usually have time to prepare a daily or Sunday 
sermon, so I enjoyed the challenge, and people responded 
very favorably. Also, I started letting people know that on 
Fridays I would remember their intentions at Holy Mass at 
St. Peter’s Basilica, and some weeks I receive 50 to 75 
requests for prayers from throughout the world. Everyone 
was so enthusiastic about the reflections, and so, working 
with a publisher, I compiled them and some of my other 
writings into “Reflections from Rome”.  

Each of the Reflections begins with a childhood memory or 
the story of a Saint, or perhaps some humorous event here 
in Rome. After telling that story, I relate something from the 
story to a practical element of our daily lives of faith. There is 

such a need for modern presentation of practical examples 
of faith, and how to live a life of faith in the modern world. 
Reaction has been very good, even from non-Catholics.   
The book is available on Amazon.com.

Please share with us your vocation story.  

As I grew up, I remember wondering why a young man could 
not just be a good and faithful Catholic, without everyone 
saying “you should be a priest.” Our priests had always 
seemed older, and hardly ever did we see them happy or 
satisfied with their lives as priests. In College and while 
getting my Master’s in Spanish, I always had the possibility 
in the back of my mind, but preparing myself for whatever 
life might bring.

One Summer I was studying in Spain, and went on a retreat 
for youths. There was a newly ordained priest leading the 
retreat, who was extremely enthusiastic about being a 
priest, and who showed that he had profound faith. When 
giving Benediction, for instance, he looked so intently and 
devoutly at the Host in the monstrance, that his face looked 
it might explode from the intensity of holding the Lord aloft 
to give the blessing. In speaking with him, I realized that 
a good Catholic man could indeed be faithful and not be 
a priest, but that didn’t mean he shouldn’t be a priest. I 
spoke with him about seminary, and then with another good 
priest he referred me to in the Canary Islands, and when I 
returned home I resolved to contact our Vocation Director 
in Peoria, Fr. Myers, now Archbishop John J. Myers of 
Newark, New Jersey. As I finished the last year of my 
studies for my Master’s, we kept in close contact, and the 
following September I entered the seminary. Archbishop 
Myers was consecrated our Coadjutor Bishop in Peoria 
that September 3, and so that was really my first “seminary” 
activity, to attend his Episcopal Ordination.

Archbishop Myers spoke of the call to the priesthood as 
threefold. A candidate has to call himself, he has to be called 
by the Ordaining prelate, and he has to be called by God. 
Verifying that call, he said, would take some time. He said 
that if a possible seminarian felt the call strongly enough to 
want to enter seminary, he should be committed enough 
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Interview
to remain for two years. This time allows each seminarian 
to verify his own readiness, for formators to evaluate the 
initial signs of his readiness, and time for all to discern 
whether there is a vocation from God. My first years in the 
seminary, Bishop O’Rourke would review our grades and 
in some semesters, he would send us encouraging notes, 
and Bishop Myers always remained interested. Twelve of 
us were ordained together for our Diocese in Peoria in May, 
�992, and our Lord has continued to show me ever greater 
signs of His love for His priests since then.

So, I believe this was what fostered my vocation - the 
encouragement of enthusiastic, faithful priests, a Vocation 
Director who always had time for prospective seminarians 
and seminarians, and the continuing interest of the Bishops 
in each of the seminarians.

Could you share with us about your work at the 
Congregation for the Clergy? Is there any program of 
the Congregation for the Clergy that you would like to 
highlight to Serrans (members of Serra Clubs)? How 
could Serrans be more effective in promoting vocations 
to the Priesthood?    

The Congregations and other Dicasteries assist the Pope 
to oversee the Church throughout the world according to 
their “competencies.” The Congregation for the Clergy 
was founded to enact the reforms of the Council of Trent, 
and is the only Congregation to have a Saint, St. Charles 
Borromeo, as a former prefect. For many centuries it was 
known as the “Sacred Congregation of the Council.” Over 
the centuries part of the Congregation’s oversight has been 
transferred to other Congregation as they were founded. 
Today the Congregation oversees diocesan priests and 
deacons in most parts of the world, Seminaries, parishes and 
parish matters, ecclesiastical properties, and dispensations. 
Officials of the Congregation such as myself study letters and 
documents as they are submitted to our offices, summarizing 
these matters for our Superiors, the Prefect, Secretary and 
Undersecretary, and make our recommendations regarding 
how whatever has been submitted should be responded to. 
Once the Superiors have studied what was submitted and 
our recommendations, they accept them or make further 
instructions as to how the Congregation should respond.  

Serrans have always been vitally important in supporting 
vocations through prayer and action. The Congregation 
always finds prayer support to be vitally important in our 
work, and also in the promotion of vocations. Recently the 
Congregation has arranged a new edition to be published 
in English of the booklet “Eucharistic Adoration for the 
Sanctification of Priests and Spiritual Maternity.” The book 
is filled with stories of the Saints and others who have 
stressed the importance of prayer in the work for vocations. 
For example, the mothers of the parish in the tiny village of 
Lu in Italy decided in �88� that they would diligently pray for 
vocations. In �946, a reunion was held in the village of Lu of 

the 323 priests and religious fostered through their prayer. 
The booklet also encourages women spiritually to adopt a 
specific priest as the focus of their prayer in a devout practice 
called “spiritual motherhood.” This new English edition also 
includes Holy Hour formats which might be followed. I would 
encourage each chapter of the Serra Club to obtain multiple 
copies of this booklet (at booksforcatholics.com) (they also 
have additional excellent titles regarding vocations) as an 
aid to your ongoing work of fostering vocations.

I know that Serrans have been very good at adapting to 
the needs of the Dioceses where you have chapters, and I 
would encourage you to continue that type of cooperation 
with local Vocations Directors. Sometimes, I realize, that 
includes prayer services and programs directly to foster 
vocations, and at other times, that means sponsoring dinners 
or social events. As Archbishop Sheen said, a vocation can 
be a very private thing, and so I would encourage you to be 
enthusiastic towards possible vocations to the seminary or 
religious life, forwarding possible candidate’s names along 
to Vocation Directors, and to remember to pray for them.
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Serra International Board of Trustees 2013/2014

What do you plan to achieve this year as Vice President 
for Programs of Serra International?   

Three main objectives are planned. The committee 
consisting of myself, Charles Furr and Frank McCulloch is 
committed to working on these efforts. 

Firstly, our goal is to prepare several programs that can be 
used by clubs to support our approach that emphasizes “A 
Path to Holiness”. These programs will include scriptural 
readings, commentaries, discussion questions and possible 
optional follow-up activities.  Hopefully these programs will 
supplement what clubs and councils are doing currently 
and these groups would be urged to use at least one of our 
new programs during the coming year.  

Secondly, there will be a revision of the Document entitled 
“Best Practices for Internal Programs”. The original document 
was prepared by the Programs committee when I was the 
Vice President of that committee during the 20�0-20�� 
year. The emphasis was on basic program planning, topics 
and speakers that could be of value to a club. However the 
objective of personal spiritual development was not covered 
at that time and this needed to be addressed. Therefore, the 
revisions will not only update the initial document but will 
provide for carrying out activities and programs to achieve 
that most important third objective of Serra. An effort would 
be made to include ideas for things that individual Serrans 
can do that will be of value in encouraging members’ 
personal spiritual development.

Last but not least, our final objective would be to work with 
the Communications Committee or other Serra groups to get 
information on the documents produced after the first two 
objectives are achieved.  The hope is that the Committee 
and the other groups working with the Committee would be 
able to get them out to or make them available to as many 
Serrans as possible.

What is your advice to Serra Clubs in the promotion of 
vocations?    

The first and most important thing I would say to clubs is that 
they must be an authentic voice of our Catholic faith and truly 
committed to the Lord. They should aim to be so spiritually 
attractive that they inspire people in their respective areas 
of potential influence to think about coming closer to our 
Lord. From these people will come our future vocations. 

Without this dedication, the club 
will only be doing empty activities 
without any real connection to 
our faith. Therefore prayer and 
spiritual activities such as Holy 
Hours, Rosaries for Vocations, Masses for Vocations and 
participation in activities such as Serrans United in Prayer 
must be at the heart and soul of each and every Serra 
Club’s vocation promotion efforts.  Assuming that all these 
are already done, clubs are urged to select some major 
activities they can carry out that will support their vocation 
promotion efforts.  Each club is unique and has its own 
characteristics in terms of member expertise, diocesan 
support or needs, financial resources, support of other lay 
Catholic groups, proximity to seminaries and other religious 
institutions, as well as local factors that will strongly dictate 
what is best for the club.
        
There are many ideas for vocation promotion activities that 
are available for clubs to consider.  Serra and its councils 
as well as many clubs have programs that they can provide 
information about. Councils in some cases have written 
publications outlining vocation activities. Serra Connects 
provides information about activities carried out over the 
entire Serra world. There are activities that are designed 
to support existing vocations such as Priesthood Sunday, 
annual dinners and other social events for recognition 
of priests and religious, special recognition of the newly 
ordained, the sending out of anniversary cards of ordinations, 
and spiritual bouquets for priests. There are many activities 
that can be done to support seminarians and seminaries 
such as visits to a seminary, luncheons or dinners for the 
seminarians and their families, financial support for a needy 
seminarian, “Adopt a Seminarian” programs, support to start 
a new seminary in certain areas of the world and providing 
a chance for the seminarian to give homilies to their clubs 
in an area where the club and seminary work together 
closely and can cooperate in this effort. There are programs 
designed to generally encourage new vocations such as 
the altar server programs, providing written information 
about vocations to churches and schools, vocation panels, 
arranging for students to visit a convent or seminary and 
parish vocation groups.

Finally, I would like to urge each club not to lose faith in 
what is a very challenging and difficult time to keep up 
these efforts. Patience and fortitude are really needed at 
this moment and I hope each club will resolve to keep up its 
efforts with as much zeal as possible.
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Serra International Board of Trustees 2013/2014

What do you plan to achieve this year as Vice President 
for Membership of Serra International?   

•  To retain, at all times, the membership figures of Serra 
International, i.e., not allowing for circumstances that 
would result in the decline in the number of members.

   o  To stabilize membership by recruiting with Serra Three 
‘T’s concepts in mind:

       -  Relatively mature and active retired people - they will 
give Time.

       -  Financially comfortable ones - they will easily provide 
money – Treasure.

       -  Vibrant young ones - they will display Talents.
•  To continuously go on membership drives in order to bring 

in more committed members.
•  To establish a very viable succession plan for Serra 

International, for example, establishing Junior Serra Clubs 
in high schools and Serra Youth Apostolates in tertiary 
institutions, with the aim of taking over from the senior 
members.

•  To organize periodic orientation exercise for members
•  Sustain the plan to target active and practicing Catholics 

as prospective members of Serra

What is your advice to Serra 
Clubs in the promotion of 
vocations?    

•  Be actively involved in the 
development of Seminaries and 
Formation houses

•  Be part of the Diocese / Archdiocese vocation promotion 
programs

•  Impress upon the Diocese / Archdiocese (Local Ordinary) 
on the importance of establishing sound catechesis in 
order to create a conducive environment for the growth 
of vocations.

•  Help the Diocese / Archdiocese in creating vocation 
promotion initiatives and projects

•  Families that are faithful to the Catholic Church should 
be identified and encouraged to expose their children and 
wards to vocation discernment early in life.

•  Encourage such families to pray for vocations privately as 
individuals and as groups

•  Invest in children and the youth, for instance, we can take 
part in World Youth Day and general youth activities.

Serrans must show interest in reading up and be familiar with 
the documents of the Church that deals with vocations.

What do you plan to achieve 
this year as Vice President 
for Communications of Serra 
International?   

It was truly an honor to be asked and nominated to serve 
as a Vice President of Serra International. President Sean 
Yeo asked me to serve as the VP for Communications. Our 
committee’s goals for the year are to develop a sustainable 
system for translating important information and materials 
into the four official languages of Serra International: 
English, Spanish, Italian and Portuguese.

Our committee will also send out at least two important 
communications from Serra International this year in the 
four languages. 

Effective and timely communication to all Serrans around 
the world is the key to sustaining our great organization.

What is your advice to Serra Clubs in the promotion of 
vocations?    

Serrans must pray and work hard for vocations. This is the 
duty of every Catholic but as Serrans, we must step up 
and develop more programs so that more members and 
non-Serrans can participate in this very important work of 
vocation promotion.  I ask Serrans to be active in their own 
parishes and implement vocation promotion programs at the 
parish level. Our goal would be to have a Parish Vocation 
Committee in every parish. Praying the Rosary daily, daily 
Mass intentions for vocations can all be done by members 
of the parish. We must continue to develop a culture for 
fostering and promoting vocations. This can start right in 
your own parish.

As Serrans we must act as evangelists in the promotion of 
vocations.
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Serra International Board of Trustees 2013/2014

What do you plan to achieve this year as Vice 
President for Vocations of Serra International?   

The business plan for my term as Vice President for 
Vocations began soon after my appointment. The 
recurring thought was to identify what a Serran can do for 
vocations. Using the knowledge I gained through many 
years of participation in the Club of Siena, I attempted 
to determine what I should do. I spoke to people who 
helped me to identify the needs and steps to take in order 
to assist the religious, whose numbers are declining, 
particularly in Western countries.

I have visited many of the priests I know, not only Italians 
but also from other countries and continents. Among 
them was His Eminence Jose Cardinal Saraiva Martins 
who kindly welcomed me to his home in Rome. In doing 
this research, I do not claim to have found the solution 
to the problem of vocational crisis; I am only making a 
small contribution that will help us make the consecrated 
understand that they are not alone and that the Serrans 
are their neighbors.

Most important is my connection with the Italian 
Confederation of Bishops (CEI), in particular, with the 
Italian Vocational Center of Rome, presided by Bishop 
Dal Molin. At their meeting (�6 October 20�3), I was 
accepted as a layperson. As such, I have tried to show 
how Serra contributes to society, not only with words 
but also with deeds. Serra in Italy contributes, although 
moderately, to the management costs of the “Vocational 
Center.”

What is your advice to Serra Clubs in the promotion 
of vocations?    

I have crafted a brochure in five languages, which I 
distributed to the Board Members at the meeting of the 
Executive Committee of Serra International, in Rome, on 

24 September 20�3*. In the brochure, I have summarized 
what we ought to do to promote priestly and religious 
vocations. For the next Board Meeting in January 20�4 
in Orlando, I will bring additional copies to give out.

I will not repeat what I have declared, modestly, in the 
brochure. Just read the main points explained on how to 
implement a program that recommends what a Serran 
should do, and how we should proceed in order to 
achieve the mission we have been entrusted with.

After the first print of the brochure, which was distributed 
in Italy, perhaps it would be appropriate to expand its 
distribution to other Serra Clubs around the world. 
Although the cultures in the five continents are different, 
the objective of Serra must be the same for everyone.
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Serra Around the World

The Serra Club of Bangalore (India) will be hosting the 
17th Serra Asian Convention from 2 May (Friday) to 4 
May (Sunday) 2014.   Tell us more about your Club and 
how you got started serving in the Serra apostolate 
for vocations.  Who has been the inspiration for you in 
serving in this apostolate?

The Serra Club of Bangalore consists of truly committed 
and dedicated Core members, Associate members and 
Praying members, all working for the fostering and promotion 
of vocations to the Priesthood and Consecrated Life and to 
the growth and development of our Club.

How we got started is an interesting story, and visible 
proof, that it was in God’s plan. 

Collin Timms, a businessman, was visiting Bangladesh 
together with Neo Mendes when he came upon the Charter 
document of the Serra Club of Bangladesh. He was very 
impressed and inspired to bring the idea back to India. On 
his return to Bangalore, he called a meeting of a few Priests, 
Religious and some of his Catholic lay friends. My husband, 
the late Carlos D’Souza, was invited to the meeting, and 
thought it was a good idea for me to attend it as well.   

At that first meeting in August 2002, I was elected the Leader 
of the group and with the encouragement and support of 
of my husband, I accepted the appointment.  Neo Mendes 
and Dr. Chainarong immediately agreed to come to India 
to pursue this further with our Archbishop the Most Rev. Dr. 
Ignatius Pinto who was very cooperative and enthusiastic.  
Fr. Eric A. Rodrigues, a well-known Redemptorist, the 
Chairman of the West Bengal Regional Vocation Service 
Center for eight years, accompanied us. 

The Serra Club of Bangalore was decreed established on 
4 November 2002 by His Grace the Most Rev. Dr. Ignatius 
Pinto, Archbishop of Bangalore, and the appointment of Fr. 

Eric A. Rodrigues C.Ss.R. as Chaplain, was formalized. 
Barely three months after our first meeting, we were 
chartered on 23 February 2003 with 22 members on 
board. We were fortunate to have Ms. Sue Cicherski, then 
President of Serra International, at our Charter ceremony.
From then on, in true Serra spirit, “We just went forward, 
never turning back”.

Our Inspiration:

For me personally, the Religious have had a very strong 
influence in my life not only as a child, but also as an adult. 
Their dedication to their work and the surrender of their 
lives to God and His will, continue to be an inspiration to 
me and my life. 

Positive Results: Vocations in Bangalore have increased 
considerably which has been an incentive to carry on our 
work with greater zeal. I quote from our Archbishop’s letter 
to us in May 2004, “Thanks to your prayers and interest in 
vocations to the diocesan Priesthood, this year we have 
received some 56 applications to the minor seminary, the 
largest number ever.  You can now see how your interest 
and prayers have worked a miracle”.  

Fr. Eric, our Chaplain, who has been a priest for 50 years, 
has been a constant guide and inspiration with invaluable 
support over these years. 

At the international level, Dr. Chainarong has been our 
advisor and mentor right from our inception and more 
recently we have been inspired by the dedication and 
spirituality of Mr. Sean Yeo.  

What are some of the highlights of the Convention?

-  Notable speakers will introduce their topic with interactive 
sessions on the different aspects of the Convention theme 
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Serra Around the World
“Come Follow Me” Lk �8:22.

-  An informal evening of fellowship to facilitate networking 
among the delegates.

-  The flavor of India: in Spirituality, Food and light 
Entertainment 

-  Exciting experiences: in shopping and a tour of the city.
 
What are some of the challenges that you are facing 
in organizing the Convention? What are the spiritual 
preparations that your Club are making to overcome 
these challenges?  

Challenges there are; both spiritual and temporal.
-  Spiritual:  As we get more involved in the organization of 

the details of the event, the need for prayer is sometimes 
forgotten and we tend to run on our own steam as opposed 
to letting go and allowing God to direct us.

-  Other Challenges: Other challenges are mainly 
financial.

To overcome these challenges:

Spiritual: We have composed a special prayer for all 
Serrans in Bangalore, Salem and Goa and for our Associate 
and Praying members to pray daily. Holy Hours are 
conducted monthly and individual prayer is encouraged, 
especially for those who are not able to participate in our 
group intercessory prayers.

Other: Besides financial support from our generous 
donors, a Convention Souvenir is being brought out, which 
will feature messages from different countries and from the 
clergy. Revenue will be generated through advertisements 
which will be used to underwrite expenses.  

Our challenges become small and insignificant when we 
turn in faith to God and surrender ourselves into His capable 
hands.

Is the Convention open to Serrans outside Asia?   
How would you like to encourage them to attend the 
Convention?   What do you suggest that they could do 
in India after attending the Convention? 

Yes, we are encouraging Serrans world-wide to participate 
in the Convention. Invitations have already been extended 
to Serrans in North and South America, Europe, Australia 
and New Zealand. We are saying:

a.  Come and see how Serra Bangalore has grown in 
the past �0 years, in a predominantly non-Christian 
environment where Christians are still a minority.

b.  Come and meet the Asian Serrans, especially those who 
are unable to attend the Serra International Conventions 
that are held every year.

c.  Come and experience our Spirituality, head to the 
world’s largest Catholic retreat centre  - the Divine Retreat 
Centre�  in Potta, to Kerala, the home of St. Alphonsa, the 
first Indian Saint, or travel to Goa to see the legendary 
remains of St. Francis Xavier.

 
d.  Come, tour our country and experience our diverse 

culture and rich heritage. There is a vast amount of sight-
seeing available from the modern IT city of Bangalore to 
Agra in Northern India to see the magnificence of the Taj 
Mahal. Travel to New Delhi, the Capital of India, to Jaipur 
the Pink City. The possibilities are endless. In the South, 
there is wildlife in abundance or relax in the backwaters 
of Kerala.
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Serra Around the World

Allan Smith from the Serra Club of Kitchener, 
Canada, travels across Canada sharing the writings 
and teachings of The Venerable Fulton J. Sheen 
with seminarians and religious. In this article, Allan 
introduces his work in promoting the writings of 
Archbishop Sheen and also shares with us how 
Archbishop Sheen has been an inspiration to him.

I have been a Serran for only a short while, but my love 
for assisting in the fostering of priestly and religious 
vocations started many years ago. One of my greatest 
joys has been serving the Church by training altar 
servers in my local parish. And my joy is even greater 
when that young man whom I once trained at the altar 
finally becomes a priest. 

My love and admiration for Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen 
began a number of years ago.  His books, videos and 
tapes touched my life in a personal way, and have 
touched the lives of millions all over the world before me 
and ever since.  Blessed John Paul II puts it best when 
he embraced Archbishop Sheen and whispered into his 
ear this blessing, “You have written and spoken well of 
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. You are a loyal son of 
the Church.” 

Archbishop Sheen was not only a great communicator 
but also an excellent educator. As Serrans, one of our 
aims is to encourage vocations and to help men and 
women find their way closer to God so that they may 
offer their lives in service to the Church. I found that the 
work I wanted to do as a Serran melded perfectly with 
the work that Archbishop Sheen wanted to perpetuate. 

Over the years, I have produced and hosted two Catholic 
radio programs in our community.  One is “The Holy 
Rosary Program”, and the other is “The Bishop Sheen 
Hour”.  It gives me great satisfaction to know that tens of 
thousands of people tune in to the programs each week 
with the desire to grow in their faith and their knowledge 
of Christ. 

One day while praying in the Adoration Chapel during 
a Holy Hour, the thought came to me that seminarians 
would benefit greatly from the messages of Venerable 
Fulton Sheen.  This holy pastor of souls spent the last 
�0 years of his life giving retreats to priests, religious 
and seminarians. He knew that the key to the restoration 
of the Catholic Church was through restoration of the 
priesthood. So he worked tirelessly, giving retreats 
all over the U.S. and Canada, encouraging them and 
teaching them.

24



Serran Allan Smith (right) with 
His Eminence, Thomas Cardinal Collins, 

Archbishop of Toronto, Canada.

Serra Connects • November-December 2013 

Serra Around the World
I had a deep conviction from that moment in the 
Adoration Chapel that God wanted me to continue the 
work which Archbishop Sheen had begun.  So I made 
an appointment with the rector of St. Peter’s Seminary in 
London, Ontario (Canada) where a number of our local 
seminarians are studying.  In February 20�3, I delivered 
a presentation to 50 seminarians and six priests.  
Following the presentation, I gave each one of them a 
copy of Archbishop Sheen’s book “The Priest is Not His 
Own”, along with a memory stick containing some audio 
presentations that Archbishop Sheen gave on a variety 
of topics. 

Having seen the enthusiasm with which the seminarians 
and priests received the works of Archbishop Sheen, I felt 
a great impetus to establish contact with St. Augustine’s 
Seminary, Redemptoris Mater, the Oratory of St. Philip 
Neri and Serra House in Toronto, where I was able to 
give similar presentations to the men residing there. 
 
I am grateful to Cardinal Thomas Collins who encouraged 
me to continue this work not only in Ontario but also 
across the whole of Canada. He himself has been a long-
time admirer of Archbishop Sheen’s work. This year, with 
the help of my fellow Serrans, I will visit the seminaries in 
Mission B.C., Edmonton, Alberta and Montreal, Quebec.

It is interesting to know that a seminarian or applicant to 
a religious community will spend on average seven years 

going through the discernment and formation process.  
We have been given a great privilege to be a part of the 
“sacramental preparation” of these individuals. If we 
reflect on it, many of us have helped in the sacramental 
preparation of children preparing for first Holy Communion 
or young adults preparing for Confirmation. But have we 
ever reflected that we are likewise preparing men for the 
sacrament of Holy Orders? 

I would like to share with you a beautiful Scripture 
passage from 2 Tim 4:�3 - “When you come, bring the 
cloak which I left at Troas with Carpus, and the books, 
especially the parchments.”  St. Paul knew the value of 
good books, and many Saints were inspired to follow 
God through the reading of good books. So, it became 
very apparent to me that we need to likewise put good 
books into the hands of seminarians and religious, to 
enrich their spiritual formation. 

Archbishop Sheen wrote 66 books over his lifetime and 
taught for over 50 years.  The Church has now declared 
him “Venerable”, and by the grace of God he will be 
declared a Saint in the near future.  His writings and 
teachings are one of his most precious gifts to us, which 
will help build up our faith in Christ. It is my great hope 
that, with the help of Serrans, this work will continue for 
many years to come. As Archbishop Sheen would say at 
the end of every program, I say to you now, “God love 
you!”
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52 pages
Publisher: Roman Catholic Books

First Published in 2008 in Italian 
and Spanish, 2011 in English

In January 20�3, the Congregation for the Clergy 
released a new expanded English edition of the booklet 
“Eucharistic Adoration for the Sanctification of Priests 
and Spiritual Maternity”.  It aims at inspiring people to 
begin and maintain Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration for 
the sanctification of priests and become “consecrated 
feminine souls” who are willing to take up the role of 
spiritual mothers of priests, following the example of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Eternal High Priest.  
The Congregation hopes that it will sell over one million 
copies across the world!

The booklet, written by the Congregation’s head, 
His Excellency Mauro Cardinal Piacenza, includes 
anecdotes of the inspiring lives of holy men and women 
who offered their lives and prayers for the sanctification 
of priests and for the growth of priestly vocations.  It 
also contains writings from the Roman Pontiffs, Church 
fathers and Saints and encourages spiritual maternity, 
whereby women spiritually ‘adopt’ a specific priest as the 
focus of their prayer in a devout practice called “spiritual 
motherhood.” Another section of the 52-page booklet 
offers some recommended prayers, which include the 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, reflections on how to pray better 
before the Blessed Sacrament and suggested formats 
for Holy Hours for the sanctification of priests.  

“Priests… face many challenges, striving to do the will 
of God at every moment of their lives, yet confronted 
with the countless temptations of modern life.  These 
temptations are best overcome with prayer and penance, 
their own, and the prayers of others on their behalf.  The 
booklet,…is a means by which you, in your daily life of 
prayer, can have a very positive effect on the ministry 
of a priest whom you may spiritually adopt, and on the 
priesthood in general.” – Mauro Cardinal Piacenza, 
Prefect, Congregation for the Clergy, Vatican City.

“I would encourage each chapter of the Serra Club 
to obtain multiple copies of this booklet (at 
BooksforCatholics.com) as an aid to your ongoing 
work of fostering vocations.” - Msgr. Richard Soseman, 
Congregation for the Clergy, Vatican City.
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“Lord, give us Priests again!”
(An extract of Eucharistic Adoration for the Sanctification 
of Priests and Spiritual Maternity, by Mauro Cardinal 
Piacenza, Prefect of the Congregation for the Clergy.)
Anna Stang endured great suffering during the 
Communist persecution, and like many other women in 
her situation, she offered it up for priests. In her old age, 
she has become a woman with a priestly spirit.

Anna Stang was born in �909 to a large faithful family 
living in the German area of the Volga in Russia. She 
began suffering for the faith as a nine-year-old schoolgirl. 
She writes, “...In 1918, in second grade, we still prayed 
the Our Father before class. One year later, everything 
was forbidden and the priest was no longer allowed in 
the school. People began to laugh at those of us who 
believed, showing no respect for the priests anymore, 
and the seminary was destroyed.”

When she was �� years old, Anna lost her father and 
several siblings to a Cholera epidemic. When her mother 
died six years later, Anna was left to raise her younger 
brothers and sisters. Not only did they lose their parents, 
but, “Our priest also died at this time, and many religious 
were arrested.  So we were left without a pastor!  That was 
so difficult. ... In the neighboring parish, the church was 
still open, but there was no longer a priest there either. 
The faithful gathered for prayer, but without a priest, the 
church was very cold. I just used to cry, no longer being 
able to hold myself together. Earlier, this church had been 
filled with so much song and prayer! Everything seemed 
dead to me.” Deeply afflicted by this spiritual suffering, 
Anna prayed from that moment on—especially for priests 
and missionaries. “Lord, give us another priest, give us 
Holy Communion! I gladly suffer everything for you, O 
most Sacred Heart of Jesus!” All the suffering which she 
endured in the following years, she consciously offered 
for priests—even when the Communists raided their 
house in �938 and arrested her brother and the husband 
to whom she had been happily married for seven years. 
Neither of them ever returned.

A priestly service
In �942, the young widow, was deported with her three 
children to Kazachstan.  “It was hard, arriving in the bitter 
cold of winter, but we lived through it to see spring. In 
those days I cried a lot but I also prayed a lot. It was 
always as if somebody was leading me by the hand. 
Some time later, I found some Catholic women in the city 
of Siryanovsk. We secretly congregated on Sundays and 
solemnities to sing hymns and pray the Rosary. I prayed 
so often, ‘Mary, our beloved mother, see how poor we 
are; send us priests, teachers and pastors again!’” The 
persecution subsided somewhat after 1965. “A church 
was even built in Bishkek (the capital of Kirgizstan), and 
once a year my friend Veronica and I went there for Holy 
Mass. It was a long way, more than 1000 kilometers, but 
we were so happy to go. We had not seen a priest or 
a confessional for more than 20 years! The priest there 
was old and had spent 10 years in prison for his faith. 
While I was there, somebody lent me a key to the church 
allowing me to spend a long time in adoration. I never 
thought that I would be so close to the tabernacle again, 
and in my joy, I knelt down and kissed it.”  Before returning 
home, Anna always received permission to bring Holy 
Communion back to the Catholics in her city who could 
not make such a trip. “With the mandate of the priest, I 
baptized the children and adults in my city for 30 years; I 
led couples to the sacrament of marriage and buried the 
dead until my health no longer permitted it.”  

Hidden prayers...that a priest might come! 
You cannot imagine how thankful Anna was when a 
missionary priest visited her home for the first time in 
�995. She cried for joy and said so movingly, “Jesus 
the High Priest has come!” At 86 years of age, having 
prayed for decades for priests and missionaries, she no 
longer believed she would see them again. Holy Mass 
was celebrated for the first time in the apartment of 
this exceptional woman who possessed a true priestly 
spirit. Out of reverence and joy for the reception of Holy 
Communion, she ate nothing for the entire day.

Resources Available
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Convention

Welcome to Sacramento

Sacramento is the star on the map of California - where you 
will find cultural attractions to inspire you, cutting-edge cuisine 
to impress you, history to enrich you and surprises to put a 
smile on your face. Venture out in any direction and you’ll see 
why we’re so fond of saying, “California begins here.”

The city’s history began in �839 when Johann Augustus Sutter 
settled at the confluence of the American and Sacramento 
Rivers after having received a 48,000-acre land grant from 
the Mexican Governor Alvarado who was then in charge of 
running California. Gold was discovered in �848 just thirty 
miles east of Sacramento. The rest is history! The news of the 
discovery spread like wild-fire around the globe and fortune 
hunters came by the thousands from all corners of the world 
to California—Sacramento to be precise. California became a 
state in �850 and Sacramento its capital four years later.

The city has been on the move ever since and is now one of 
the fastest growing regions in the United States.

For more information:
http://serra.org/index.php/serra-conventions
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